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The Unknown History  
of Ancient Andean Gold 

 
At a dig in Argentina scientists have discovered the fossilized remains of 
a giant bird the size of a small airplane. When it stretched its wings it 
had a wing-span of twenty-five feet. It was eleven feet from beak to tail, 
weighed 160 to 170 pounds, and standing on the ground, would be able 
to look a six-foot man right in the eye. 
 
“One of the puzzling mysteries of Peru has always been connected with 
the tools with which the artisans of the megalithic age cut the stones 
which are fitted with such perfection into the incomparable masonry of 
the temples, forts, and palaces of the Andes. Nearly everywhere, 
however, there existed the tradition of a superior white race that had 
brought an ancient culture and erected the great monument. The well-
preserved Peruvian tradition was that the stone structures at Quinoa and 
Huaytara had been built by ‘bearded white men’ with iron tools.”  
(The Ayar-Incas, p 232) 
 
“Until a hundred years ago, the Colla Indians of the Titicaca plateau had 
preserved traditions associated with the erection of the colossal stone 
constructions on the plains south of Lake Titicaca. In 1863, Bollcart 
wrote in his papers on the pre-Incarial Ruins of Tia Huanaco’ (p. 235) 
There are vague traditions that Tia Huanaco was built by white and 
bearded men.’ Describing the same ancient ruins Inwards (1884, p. 32) 
states with Humboldt that “…at the arrival of the Spaniards the natives 
attributed the construction of them to a race of white and bearded men 
who inhabited the ridge of the Cordilleras long before the foundation of 
the empire of the Incas.”  
(American Indians in the Pacific, p 230) 
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 “What a fancy to picture those tall white men with their women and 
chih1ren as they stepped ashore! The power and character displayed in 
the features of this distinctive stock of men appears in a few of the 
ancient pottery figures from the vicinity of Lake Titicaca, and strange 
survivals demonstrating the persistency of the heredity of strong types 
through many ages may occasionally still be encountered among the 
native full-blood Indians of the Peruvian cordilleras. The remains found 
in the majestic sepulchers of Cuelap, in northern Peru, were of people 
with red hair and a stature of six feet or more.”  
(The Ayar-Incas, p 176) 
 
“Peru, says Montesinos, was populated five hundred years after the 
deluge. Its first inhabitants flowed in abundantly towards the valley of 
Cuzco, conducted by four brothers, named Ayar-Manco-Topa, Ayar-
Cachi-Topa, Ayar-Auca-Topa, and Ayar-Lichu-Topa, who were 
accompanied by their sisters and wives, named Mama-Cora, Hipa-
Huacurn, Mana-Huacuin, and Pilca-Htiacurn. The younger of the 
brothers, who, according to tradition, was at the same time the most 
skillful and hardy, wishing to enjoy alone the plenitude of power, rid 
himself of two of his brothers,” 
(Peruvian Antiquities, Rivero, p 52)                                                                                                       
 
“On the tropical eastern seaboard, in the Antilles and northeastern South 
America, we find Indians wholly distinct from either our United States 
tribes or the Central American and Western South American tribes. 
Many of these are strikingly Semitic in appearance and still adhere to 
Semitic customs.”  
(The American Indian by A. Hyatt Verrill, 1927 p 4) 
 
These megalithic works were older than tradition. They, in the opinion 
of their author, were the work of a white Paleo-Aryan stock which has 
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left traces of its physical type and of its language in Polynesia and Peru 
even to this Jay. No other race than the white race has ever attained the 
capacity required for such stupendous accomplishments.  
(The Ayar-Incas, p 173) 
 
“What is much more important appears with reasonable certainty - that 
the racial ancestors of the Incas had established their local leadership 
perhaps first at Lake Titicaca, and later at Cuzco, in remote antiquity, 
perhaps 2,000 years before the Christian era.”  
(The Ayar-Inca, Poindexter, p 179) 
 
A thousand years before the Incas began their conquests. Peru’s Coast 
and Highland had already seen the beginnings of civilizations take root 
in their soil. The next few centuries saw these .cultures flourish for a 
time, their arts reach a high plane of excellence, then fade. On the cold 
bleak shores of Lake Titicaca arose the mighty structures of Tiahuanaco 
center and probable fount of the Megalithic Empire whose territory was 
perhaps as far flung as that of the Inca Empire.”  
(Old Civilizations of Inca Land, Charles W. Mead, p 114 - 115) 
 
From the Chibcha district in Colombia to northern Chile, numerous 
races rose to a civilized state, vanished and were forgotten - centuries 
before the first Montezuma or the first Inca saw the light of day. 
 
Indeed this area, much of which is today arid desert or even more sterile 
mountains, and which is so austere, so uninviting and so bare of the very 
essentials of existence, appears to have been the center of ancient 
civilizations for an immense period of time; the spot wherein the ancient 
Americans developed the most numerous and most diverse civilizations, 
and wherein the mysterious races of  the  dim past reached the  highest 
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attainments in  social organization, in engineering and in many other 
lines. 
 
Some of these races existed at the time of the establishment of the Incan 
Empire, and were conquered and made an integral part of the Incan 
confederation. The largest and most important of these was the Kingdom 
of the Grand Chimu whose capital was Chan. 
 
Just who the Chibchas were, their racia1 affinities, their origin and their 
history are all hidden in the dim and distant past, and we have very little 
accurate information regarding their customs, their lives, their 
attainments or their government, although they were still in existence at 
the time of the Spanish conquest of what is now Colombia. Their 
territory was the high Andean region of Colombia. 
 
In their arts, the Chibchas had reached a very high development. They 
wove excellent cloth and textiles of cotton and fibers; they made 
magnificent pottery; they constructed excellent roads and large temples. 
They were past masters at working gold, silver and even platinum, and 
they possessed a knowledge of some unknown and lost process of 
plating objects with precious metals which was only equaled by the 
Chimus.  
 
According to old Spanish accounts, the Chibcha dead were embalmed 
with resin and other preservatives, and together with all the possessions 
of the deceased, were buried in wooden coffins covered with sheets of 
gold. A number of Chibcha burials have been found in recent years and 
the wealth of golden ornaments and utensils that have been obtained 
prove that the Spanish conquerors’ tales of the Chibchas’ riches were not 
exaggerations. 
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Cold beads, armlets, chains, necklaces, ear and nose ornaments; heavy 
solid gold heads to ceremonial staffs and maces; magnificent lace-like 
collars of wrought gold; breastplates, arm-bands, crowns and coronets, 
belts and images, are among the precious objects  found. There are 
massive, beautiful golden breastplates a foot or more in diameter, and a 
belt or girdle three feet in length and seven inches in width composed of 
one hundred and thirty-eight solid gold bars, each four inches in length. 
The majority of these objects were obtained from excavations in the 
mountains of Antioquia, Colombia. They are now in the Museum of the 
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. As Dr. Farabee stated, “This 
is the greatest discovery of buried treasure that has taken place in South 
America since the days of the Conquest.” 
 
Despite the magnificence and intrinsic value of these golden objects the 
entire collection is a drop in the bucket compared to the vast quantities 
of golden utensils and ornaments looted from the Chibchas by the early 
Spaniards. On his first expedition into Colombia, Pedro Heredia 
obtained golden objects to the value of $3,000,000 as well as a single 
gold idol that weighed one hundred and twenty-five pounds. Vadillo 
returned from his trip with gold objects worth $90,000, and Quesada 
secured gold objects to a value of more than $2,000,000 as well as 
hundreds of magnificent emeralds, not to mention innumerable objects 
of platinum which were discarded by the Spaniards who regarded 
platinum as worthless metal. Undoubtedly, for every pound of gold 
obtained by torture and murder by the conquerors, many pounds 
remained hidden or in tombs. So intense and merciless were the 
Spaniards in their search for gold that the Chibchas were completely 
exterminated. 
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Possibly they were of the same race as, or related to, the Manabis who 
occupied the Pacific coast district of northern Ecuador. But no early 
cultural remains pertaining to the Chibchas have been found, and from 
what evidence we have, it would appear that the Manabis were a distinct 
race with a culture differing materially from that of any other ancient 
people of South or Central America. So little is really known of this race 
and its accomplishments that it is impossible to say whether they 
actually attained to a civilized state. The only remains they left were 
their remarkable stone sculptures, their pottery and their gold objects. 
No traces of their houses buildings, temples or other structures have 
been discovered. 
 
However, it was in their metal work that the Manabis accomplished the 
most astounding results. Not only did they manufacture beautiful objects 
of gold of ordinary size, but they produced ornaments of gold of 
microscopic dimensions. In the Museum of the American Indian, Heye 
Foundation, in New York are many tiny particles of gold which appear 
to be natural grains or small nuggets. But when viewed through a 
magnifying-glass they are revealed as most perfectly and beautifully 
wrought beads. Many are elaborately engraved or chased, others are 
built up of several almost invisible pieces welded or soldered together, 
and all are pierced. It seems impossible that such minute objects, many 
smaller than the head of a common pin, could have been produced by 
human beings without the aid of a lens. The only solution seems to be 
that the Manabis actually made use of crude lenses fashioned from 
crystal, or else they had eyes that possessed the power to see 
microscopic objects and more adept and delicate fingers than any other 
race of men. 
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Of all the ancient people of Peru the Chimus and the Moujiks - for it is 
next to impossible to differentiate between them - were the most expert 
potters. Although they fashioned innumerable pots, pitchers, plates, 
bowls and other utilitarian forms of pottery the greater number were 
exceedingly ornamental and were molded in the forms of vegetables, 
birds, fish, mammals, reptiles and human beings. Neither was their 
pottery of any one type or color. They used black, red, buff and white 
pottery and when the vessels were not modeled in natural forms they 
were very beautifully and accurately painted with scenes showing the 
people engaged in their occupations, arts and industries or with veritable 
menageries of animals, some easily recognizable and others weird, 
perhaps mythical or imaginary creatures or forms that have long been 
extinct. 
 
Many of their pottery pieces were made in baked clay molds sol that the 
vessels could be duplicated over and over again. But the most 
remarkable examples of their pottery are the so-called “portrait jars” 
which have no equal anywhere. These were vessels of various shapes 
bearing heads, faces or entire figures of men and women as perfectly 
modeled and as true to life as any sculptures, known to man. Every type 
and every possible emotion was depicted upon these. Unquestionably 
most of them were modeled from life and were intended as portraits or 
busts of actual persons while others were as obviously cartoons or 
caricatures, but even these were carried out with a fidelity that is actually 
astounding. Not only do these vessels serve to give us a very 
comprehensive and accurate idea of the personal appearance of the 
people, but in addition they illustrate exactly how they dressed, the 
garments they wore, their ornaments and decorations, the musical 
instruments they used, how they lived, cooked, ate, cultivated the earth, 
fished, hunted, fought and played. In fact, they form a complete pictorial 
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record of the entire organization, the occupations, lives and customs of 
the race. Some are even modeled in the form of dwellings with one wall 
omitted to show the interiors where there are life-like figures of the 
occupants engaged in their daily tasks and occupations. 
 
In addition to the Chimus’ portrait vessels and those representing natural 
forms, there are many showing, with all the gruesome details, cadavers, 
skeletons, death’s heads, amputated limbs, malformations, wounds, 
tortures, sacrifices and death throes. 
 
Others show surgeons engaged in, performing both minor and major 
operations, for despite the crude instruments available and the probable 
lack of anesthetics and antiseptics the Chimu surgeons performed many 
operations that would have been a credit to the medical profession of 
today. 
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Early Chimu Pottery 
From Book: Archaeology and The Book of Mormon p 28, Deseret Book 
Company, S.L.C., 1968 
 
Even in their ordinary metal work the Chimus exhibited the greatest skill 
and a most artistic taste Metals were cast, embossed etched, engraved, 
pressed, hammered, spun or built up into innumerable forms by welding 
and soldering. In fact every means of working metals known to modem 
artisans was employed by the Chimus. Among their most noteworthy 
metal objects were tall, slender beautifully proportioned vases of gold or 
silver wrought in open fretwork designs of flowers, birds and other 
natural objects combined in harmonious and graceful motifs. There were 
large pots and bowls of massive gold beautifully chased and embossed 
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gold plates and plaques, and gold feathers almost as soft as the plumes 
of a bird. 
 
Like all ancient Peruvians the Chimus did not consider gold of any 
intrinsic value. It was prized only because of its color, its ductility and 
its enduring qualities. Where or how they obtained such vast quantities 
of gold is a puzzle. For gold is not known to occur in the districts they 
occupied. In all probability it was obtained in the form of tribute or 
barter from tribes inhabiting gold bearing areas. 
 
The mystery surrounding many of the Chimus’ arts and culture is no 
greater than the mystery of the race itself. We really know very little 
about them, their origin or history. We know that they used the Mochica 
or Yunga language which is still spoken by some of their descendants. 
And if we are to believe their traditions they came from some land to the 
north. We also know that, as I have already mentioned, the Chimu 
civilization was superimposed on the older Moujik culture and recent 
excavations seem to prove that the immeasurably ancient Moujiks were 
antedated by still another highly cultured race. As to Chimu history prior 
to the Incan domination we know they had highly organized government 
with its court, its nobility, its aristocracy and its priesthood. 
 
In its heyday, Chan Chan, the capital of the Kingdom of the Grand 
Chimu, covered an area of eleven square miles and had a population 
estimated at a quarter of a million inhabitants. It was built upon a plain 
within easy reach of the sea with which it was connected by canals with 
docks at the city itself. Surrounding he city were immense walls of a 
cement-like mixture of clay and gravel, their surfaces everywhere ornate 
with bas-relief designs of intricate patterns in brilliant colors. In 
addition, many were decorated with enormous frescoes forming a 
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veritable pictorial record of Chimu life, history and important events. 
Within the walls that were pierced by ornate gateways, were straight 
paved streets shaded by palms and flowering trees and beside each street 
was an irrigation ditch fed by a great aqueduct that brought the water 
across mountains and deserts from the distant Moche River.  
 
Flanking the Streets were countless houses, often several stories in 
height, and their steeply-pitched roofs were of heavy timbers covered 
with reed thatch and capped by baked clay tiles. In order to support the 
weight, the walls were thickest at the base, and the doors and windows 
were wider at the bottom than the top and were closed by reed mats or 
the tanned hides of deer and sea lions. Within, the houses were divided 
into numerous rooms separated by beautifully woven cotton draperies 
and many had porches or balconies with railings hung with multi-
colored rugs. They were well and comfortably furnished with wooden 
stools and benches, low tables and beds. Some were supplied with 
running water and there were even indoor toilets.  
 
Although meagerly furnished as judged by our standards, yet they had 
everything really essential. In the kitchens were clay stoves and ovens, 
metates for grinding corn, cooking utensils and even some cutlery. The 
wooden stools and low tables were carved and the beds were covered 
with blankets and robes of vicuña hides or the breasts of pelicans. There 
were hand looms, the various implements and materials for spinning, 
weaving and pottery making. In fact the Chan Chan homes were far 
more comfortable, more sanitary and better designed than were those of 
Europe centuries later. 
 
Beyond this, and in the center of the city was the great plaza with its 
avenues and shade trees, its gardens of flowering plants, its fruit trees 
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laden with cherimoyas, avocados, duraznos and other luscious fruits 
with limpid pools and with public baths. To guard against possible 
dearth of water there were enormous tanks or reservoirs. One of these 
was six hundred yards in length by fifty yards in width and nearly 
twenty feet in depth while another was five hundred feet long, nearly 
two hundred feet wide and sixty feet deep. About the plaza and 
separated from the other buildings by high walls were the homes of the 
elite - built like the others but more ornate provided with enclosed 
courtyards or patios and having their private baths. 
 
In one section of the city was the public market, always a busy spot, and 
on certain days swarming with buyers and sellers, men and women from 
far and near, and fairly ablaze with the colors of their costumes. Among 
the hundreds of country women, dressed in their simple skirts and 
bright-hued shoulder capes and their men in loose knee-length breeches 
and gaudy cotton ponchos, there would be the town folk. In place of the 
mother-of-pearl, sea shell and agate jewelry and the silver or bronze pins 
of the country women, these well-to-do residents of the city were laden 
with ornaments and jewelry of gold and with emeralds, opals, and 
lustrous pearls and were dressed in the finest most beautifully woven 
textiles. Among them, also, there might be a few young women attired in 
the very latest fashions. They were dressed in skirts of beautiful lace 
with blouses of lace of a contrasting color. Their black hair was bobbed, 
their eyebrows carefully plucked. 
 
The Chimus and the Moujiks possessed incredible numbers of objects of 
gold and silver in the forms of ornaments, utensils, images and 
decorations as well as precious and semiprecious stones, and as these 
were invariably buried with their dead owners, the quantity of precious 
metals, gems and penis that had accumulated in the burial mounds over a 
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period of many centuries was beyond all calculation. Here, between the 
Andes and the sea, they had built their great city, reared their temples 
and palaces, irrigated the desert, raised their crops, made discoveries, 
developed their arts and crafts, invented new processes and had their 
joys, their sorrows and their problems. 
 
Standing today amid the silent ruins of the once great capital of an 
ancient forgotten race, one cannot fail to be impressed. Here, so long ago 
that one can scarcely conceive of the ages that have passed, men and 
women lived and toiled, hated and loved, were born and died, worshiped 
their gods and attained to heights of art, culture and civilization that they 
doubtless believed never could be equaled. 
 
Beside the great Incan Road, Cajamarca dominated the lush, green 
fertile valley enclosed by mountain ranges and with the snow-clad peaks 
of the Andes looming for fifteen thousand feet against the eastern sky. 
Smaller than Chan Chan, the city covered an area of perhaps a thousand 
acres, and was totally unlike the capital of the Chimus, for Cajamarca 
was a city of the Chavins and many archaeologists believe the Chavin 
civilization was the most ancient in all Peru. 
 
No great walls; such as those at Chan Chan, enclosed the city which was 
built in circular form with narrow, paved streets radiating from the 
central plaza like spokes in a wheel. And instead of being built of a 
mixture of clay and pebbles, the buildings were of stone and were 
constructed in a most unusual and remarkable way. Within, the houses 
were floored with ornamental pottery tiles and bright colored matting, 
while the walls were hung with beautifully woven textiles. Low stone 
and wooden stools, carved wooden tables and low couches of carved 
wood covered with heavy woolen blankets were the only furnishings. 
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The roofs were of wood covered with many layers of interwoven palm 
leaves to form a thick waterproof thatch with a carved comb of wood 
rising above the ridgepole. Each building faced on a street connecting 
the radiating avenues so that the city was formed of countless, more or 
less, wedge-shaped blocks. 
 
Between these and the central statue was a rectangular basin tilled with 
running water brought by an underground conduit from a mountain 
stream. There were no city walls, for the windowless rear walls of the 
buildings joined and formed a continuous stone surface with the only 
means of entrance through a gateway and an avenue leading to the plaza. 
It was in fact a unique city, in effect a gigantic circular stone fortress 
almost impregnable yet presenting a dignified, artistic and impressive 
appearance, and totally unlike any other city in Peru. 
 
In some respects even stranger and more remarkable than Cajamarca is 
Chavin de Huantar beyond the snow-covered cordillera in a deep ravine 
where two rivers meet. Here, hidden beneath mounds of earth are the 
ruins of a subterranean city with long corridors, innumerable rooms, 
large halls and conduits of stone buried several yards beneath the surface 
of the earth and with other structures superimposed over them. The 
subterranean passages and chambers are walled with carefully fitted 
stones, with huge stone lintels over the doorways and with immense 
slabs of stone forming the roofs. Exactly what purpose these served, no 
one knows. 
 
About ten miles from Lima, Peru, on a bare desert overlooking the 
Pacific, are the ruins of the once great city of Pachacamak. One of the 
most ancient cities in America, Pachacamak was for untold centuries the 
Mecca of the civilizations of South America. It was also one of the 
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largest cities of all the ancient civilized races of America for it covered 
an area of several thousand acres and had a population of several 
hundred thousand people not counting the thousands of pilgrims who 
journeyed from far and near - from as far north as Colombia and as far 
south as Chile to worship at the holy temples, to seek miraculous cures 
or to be buried in the hallowed ground of the sacred city. Just why it 
should have been regarded as the holy of holies no one really knows, but 
as Pachacamak was not only the name of the greatest of the gods of the 
pre-Incan people and their descendants but also means Holy Earth of the 
Great Soul (or being; any exalted personage). 
 
In reality, the other temple, which was ancient when the Sun god temple 
was built, was dedicated to Wira Kocha, the bearded man-god of the 
pre-Incans. This was pointed out by the late Dr. Julio Tello who was not 
only a leading archaeologist but a full-blooded Peruvian Indian and 
undoubtedly the most outstanding authority on all matters relating to 
Peruvian archaeology. 
 
Both temples were built upon the summits of immense pyramids fully 
two hundred feet in height and composed of rubble with their entire 
surfaces faced with cut stone slabs covered with polychrome frescoes. 
Stone stairways led to the summits, zig-zagging back and forth to make 
the gradient easier, and with great stone monoliths at each turn 
The Temple of Wira Kocha was also of wood fastened together with 
gold nails and with the interior walls covered with murals depicting 
scenes in the history of the people. The outer surfaces were also painted 
while the heavy timber doors were completely covered with mosaic 
work of turquoise, mother-of-pearl, jasper, agate, lapis-lazuli, coral, 
scarlet sea shell, bitumen and crystal set in gold and studded with 
emeralds, zircons, topazes, sapphires, opals and other gems. Seated upon 
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a red jasper throne within the temple was a heroic sized black stone 
figure of Wira Kocha. Decked in the finest of textiles, loaded with 
golden ornaments and jewels, the benign bearded face of the most 
ancient and most revered of Peruvian gods gazed serenely toward the 
east. 
 
But if the Spaniards had little reliable information in regard to the city, 
the people of Pachacamak had complete knowledge of the white men 
and their ruthlessness, and long before the scouting force arrived the 
greater portion of all objects of precious metal and the precious stones 
had been stripped from the temples and cleverly hidden in the nearby 
Valley of Lurin 
 
To the archaeologist the Nasca culture is of intense interest for we know 
little regarding the Nascans. About all we do know is that they occupied 
a vast area of country near Pisco and Ica in central Peru, an area that is 
now barren desert but in their days was irrigated and intensely cultivated 
and was probably fertile and covered with tropical verdure, that they 
dwelt in adobe houses, that they seldom worked stone and never erected 
stone idols or images, that they were highly cultured, with a knowledge 
of engineering and astronomy and that they were among the most expert 
and skilled weavers and potters of all American races. Someday, 
someone mining for mummies in the Nascan area may find the key that 
will solve the puzzle of these ancient people. 
 
To one mining for mummies in Peru the Nasca area is like the mother 
lode. Unlike most of the ancient Peruvians, the Nascans buried their 
dead in square subterranean tombs with posts at the corners and roofed 
with wood. As the tops of the posts usually project above the surface of 
the ground the tombs are readily located and excavating is a simple 
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matter. Very often the tombs contain several mummies and they 
invariably contain numbers of pieces of pottery.  
 
In many ways the Nascan pottery is superior to that of any other 
prehistoric American race, and is so characteristic and so unique that 
anyone may recognize it at a glance. Largely it is in soft reds, white, 
buff, brown, and black beautifully modeled and with a satiny semi-
glossy slip-glaze. It is in the thin delicate nature of this ceramic ware, the 
perfect firing and the truly artistic and beautiful polychrome decorations 
that the Nasca pottery excels all other Peruvian types. In addition to the 
conventional plates, bowls, cups, jars, and pots there are horns and 
trumpets, Panpipes, bells, whistles, and flutes, as well as many vessels in 
the forms of fruits, vegetables, animal and human figures, all highly 
decorated with artistic designs in which birds, flowers, fruits, and human 
figures predominate. 
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Nazca Pottery 

 
 
Although the Incans availed themselves of the arts, industries, and 
products of the pre-Incans, yet there was practically nothing in common 
with the civilization of these earlier people and that of the Incas, any 
more than our own civilization has any direct connection with that of the 
Chinese or the Mayas even if we do borrow and use Mayan and Chinese 
motifs and arts for many purposes. 
 
We must accept the theory of their alien race or else believe they were 
inspired and actually possessed some of the divine attributes accredited 
them in the legendary lore of the people, for there are no signs indicating 
a slow and gradual development or evolution of a new culture following 
the Incans’ arrival on the scene. Rather it was marked by an abrupt and 
revolutionary order of things, exactly as if the laws, customs, arts, 
religion, sciences, industries, and social organization of the new regime 
had been brought, ready-made and fully developed, from another land - 
as was doubtless the case. 
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Very rapidly the empire was extended. Cuzco became a great populous 
city. Preeminently agriculturists, the Incas brought millions of acres of 
arid land under cultivation by constructing vast irrigation systems. They 
developed new and new varieties of the native vegetables; they 
encouraged arts and industries that were being neglected, they repaired 
the pre-Incan roads, the buildings, walls, and temples, and erected new 
ones. To use a modem slang expression they were “live wires” in every 
sense of the word. But they were first, last, and all the time devotees of 
efficiency and prone to sacrifice art for the sake of utility. Where the 
pre-Incans had hewn, carved, and fitted gigantic stones with which to 
build, the Incans used smaller, easily-handled, more or less roughly 
squared blocks and often employed cement or mortar to bind them 
together. 
 
Their pottery was inferior in its beauty and art to that of their 
predecessors but they introduced very superior weapons, and their 
textiles and metal work were of a very superior quality. Unquestionably, 
these and other industries and arts were not truly Incan but were carried 
out by the descendants of the pre-Incans whose handiworks were 
fostered, encouraged and preserved by the Incas.  
(America’s Ancient Civilizations by A. Hyatt Verrill and Ruth Verrill, Capricorn 
Books, 1967) 
 
From the Chibeha district in Colombia to northern Chile, numerous 
races rose to a civilized state, vanished and were forgotten centuries 
before the first Montezuma or the first Inca saw the light of day. Indeed 
this area, much of which is today arid desert or even more sterile 
mountains, and which is so austere, so uninviting and so bare of the very 
essentials of existence, appears to have been the center of ancient 
civilizations for an immense period of time; the spot wherein the ancient 
Americans developed the most numerous and most diverse civilizations 
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and wherein the mysterious races of  the  dim past reached the  highest 
attainments in  social organization, in engineering and in many other 
lines. Some of these races existed at the time of the establishment of the 
Incan Empire, and were conquered and made an integral part of the 
mean confederation.”  
(Civilizations of the New World, A.H. Verrill, p 243 - 244) 
 
 
Religion 
 
“On the other hand, the founders of Peruvian civilization also 
worshipped, as we do, an unseen and omnipotent God and believed that 
he had manifested himself on earth in the flesh for their salvation.”  
(The Ayar-Incas, p 170) 
 
Acosta writes: “In Peru there was some similarity to our dogma of the 
Blessed Trinity in their Chief-sun, Son-sun, and Brother-sun. I 
remember that, being in Chuquisaca, an honorable priest showed me an 
information, which I had long in my hands, where it was proved that 
there was a certain Huaca or oratory, whereas the Indians did worship an 
idol called Tangatanga, which they said, was One in three and Three in 
one. And as this priest stood amazed thereat, I said that the devil had 
taught it, stealing it from the Eternal Truth for himself”  
(America Before Columbus, DeRoo, p 371 - 372) 
 
“The Incas idea of God as the Creator was almost identical with that of 
the Spanish invaders - except that Viracocha of the Incas, as their 
ancestor and the beneficent creator and preserver of all things, was a 
nobler conception in some respects than the Jehovah of the Spanish 
priests; and the Amautas’ conception, both of the age and of the method 
of creation of the world, was more enlightened than that of the 
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Europeans. Both conceptions were evidently from the same original 
sources.”  
(The Ayar-Incas,  p 175) 
 
“In Peru, the conception of God as an invisible and omnipotent spirit - a 
conception which had been attained by the ruling Ayar caste - was as 
refined and exalted as our own. It has been evolved in the same way 
from the same source. The Peruvian Ayars worshipped God with much 
the same prayers as we repeat today from our prayer book, and sung to 
Him the same paeans of praise as have come down to us in the Psalms of 
David. They carried in their journey to the Peruvian Holy Land - the 
‘Sacred Valley,’ of the’ Vilcanota - the same type of ark containing a 
mystic and divine manifestation as was carried by the Israelites in the 
wilderness and was common to many early religions of the east.” 
(The Ayar-Incas,  p 12) 
 
The Peruvians, the Inca Garcilasso says, believed that after this life 
there, is another, where the bad will be punished and the good rewarded. 
“They divided the universe into three worlds - the world above, whither, 
they said, the good ascended to be recompensed for their virtues; the 
world where we live, and in its center, the world below, into which the 
wicked were flung.”  
(History of America Before Columbus, DeRoo, p 393) 
 
And as they recognized in him such power, they called him Maker of all 
Created Things, Beginning Thereof, Father of the Sun, for they say that 
besides these he performed other and greater deeds, because he gave to 
men and animals their existence and that finally they derived from him 
great benefits.”  
(The Island of Titicaca and Koati, Adolph Bandelier, p 301) 
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“Faith in the immortality of the soul was one of the fundamental ideas 
among all the Peruvian nations. They believed that after death the just 
went to a beautiful and pleasant place, unknown of the living, where 
they received the reward for their virtue; whilst the souls of the 
malicious were tormented in a doleful place, filled with sorrow and 
fright: and then after a certain time, not exactly determined, they should 
return to their bodies, beginning a new terrestrial life, continuing the 
same occupations, and making use of the same objects which they had 
left at the time of their death. This belief induced them to preserve the 
corpses in great care, and to bury the dead with a part of their clothes, 
their utensils, and sometimes with their wealth.  
(Peruvian Antiquities, Rivero, p 151 - 152) 
 
In a recent book on ancient civilizations of Peru, Philip A. Means 
decides against the possibility that Catholic priests influenced the 
wording or thought of these Incan hymns. His conclusion is that the 
puzzling resemblance to Biblical passages is due to an approximate 
likeness in mental culture between the folk of ancient Palestine and the 
folk of ancient Peru. Whatever the explanation might be, the likeness of 
thought is striking in such selections as this prayer to Pachacamac, the 
Peruvian creator god: 
 
Oh Pachacanjac! 
Thou who hast existed from the beginning.  
Thou who shalt exist until the end.  
Powerful but Merciful, 
Who didst create man by saying, 
“let man be,” 
 Who defendest us from evil, 
And preservest our life and our health.  
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Art Thou in the sky or upon the earth?  
In the clouds or in the deeps? 
Hear the voice of him who implores Thee.  
And grant him his petitions. 
Give us life everlasting. 
Preserve us, and accept this, our sacrifice.” 
(Ancient Americans, Emily C. Davis, p 233 - 234) 
 
 
Fortunately, in Peru a few fragments of religious poems and hymns as 
they were at the close of the Incan period have been preserved. It is 
surprising to find in these religious expressions a marked similarity to 
certain Old Testament passages.”  
(Ancient Americans, Emily C. Davis, p 233) 
 
“The Indians also believed in the existence of another being, of evil 
disposition and very powerful, animated with an inextinguishable hatred 
against the human race, and disposed to injure them as much as possible. 
This being, who, by the character attributed to him, reminds one of the 
Ahreman of the Persians, or the Satan of the Jews and Christians, was 
called Supay, and in some places was worshipped in temples wherein 
were sacrificed to him children of tender years; an abominable worship, 
which reminds one of the horrible offerings to Moloch and Tiphon. But 
Supay was subordinate to Pachacamac, and none could injure those who 
were protected by his beneficent divinity, the invocation of whose name 
alone was sufficient to appease all malignant spirits.” 
(Peruvian Antiquities, Rivero, p 152 - 153) 
 
“The question of the disposal of the dead was of great importance 
throughout Peru, since, as will be seen, some form of ancestor-worship 
was practiced throughout, both on the coast and in the Sierra. Belief in 
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the continued existence of the soul after decease was found practically 
everywhere, though the accounts of its, face varied locally. Garcilasso 
states that there was a kind of heaven and hell, for the souls of the good 
and wicked respectively, and also that some form of resurrection was 
expected.”  
(South American Archaeology, Joyce p 144) 
 
“The tradition still survives of the god who came as a white man and 
taught the people the principles of social order, gave them their religion, 
taught them to till and irrigate the ground, to weave, to make implements 
of bronze and ornaments of gold and silver. They called this god 
Viracocha.”  
(The Ayar-Incas, p 178) 
 
“Among the Mexicans, the Mayas, and the pre-Incan and Incan people 
of Peru, there was a persistent, universally believed tradition of a 
bearded white man who visited their lands, taught them their 
civilizations and religions and then mysteriously disappeared. The 
tradition tells of this bearded god having reached Mexico and Yucatan in 
a magic ship.’ and the tradition of the first Inca - Manko Kapack - 
having appeared from Lake Titicaca and having declared himself the 
Son of the Sun.” 
(Verrill, p. 28.) 
 
“Although bearing various names and appearing in different countries, 
the American culture- heroes all present the same general characteristics. 
They are all described as white, bearded men, generally clad in long 
robes; appearing suddenly and mysteriously upon the scene of their 
labors: they at once set about improving the people by instructing them 
in useful and ornamental arts, giving them laws, exhorting them to 
practice brotherly love and other Christian virtues, and introducing a 
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milder and better form of religion; having accomplished their mission, 
they disappeared as mysteriously and unexpectedly as they came; and 
finally, they are apotheosized and held in great reverence by a grateful 
posterity. In such guise or on such mission did Quetzalcoatl appear in 
Cholula, Votan in Chiapas, Wixepecoche in Oaxaca, Zamma, and 
Kukulcan with his nineteen disciples, in Yucatan, Guzumatz in 
Guatemala, Viracocha in Peru. Sume and Paye-Tome in Brazil, the 
mysterious apostle mentioned by Rosales in Chile and Bochica in 
Colombia.”  
(Bancroft, 5:23-24) 
 
“Such were the offices of the regular priesthood, in the ranks of which 
there was no hierarchy, all being, at least nominally, equal.”  
(South American Archaeology, Joyce, p 33) 
 
“Among the Peruvian Chimus the dead had a special order of priests, 
who played an important part on the solemn day when the various tribes 
came together, carrying with them the dried bones of their parents. 
Covered with festive garments and adorned with feathers, they came 
forth blowing into copper or silver trumpets and into large marine 
conch-shells, and belaboring tambourines and other vases. The 
ceremonies were appropriate, “for it was,” says an old Spanish writer, 
“as if both the living and the dead were marching to the Last Judgment.” 
(History of America Before Columbus, DeRoo, p 386) 
 
 
Juan de Betanzos 
 
Juan de Betanzos came from Spain to Peru to marry an Indian girl, and 
lived among the natives the remainder of his life. He wrote his account 
in 1551. He states: “When I asked the Indians what shape this Viracocha 
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had, when their ancestors had thus seen him they said that according to 
the information they possessed, he was a tall man with white vestment 
that reached to his feet, and that this vestment had a girdle and that he 
carried in his hands a certain thing which today seems to remind  them  
of the breviary (book) that the priests carry in their hands, and when 
asked what this person called himself, they told me that his name was 
Con Tici - Viracocha, which in their language means, God, Maker of the 
World.” 
(Thor Heyerdahl, American Indians in the Pacific, p 229 - 345) 
 
Pascualde Andagoya, the Spaniard whose explorations from Panama led 
to Pizarro’s discovery of Peru, wrote in 1541 - 1546 that: “The first lord, 
of whom there was any recollection in Cuzco, was the Inca Viracocha. 
This was a man who came to that land alone; but there is no record of 
whence he came, he was a white man and bearded like the Spaniards. 
The natives of Cuzco, seeing his great valor, took it for something 
divine, and received him as their chief. He ordained many excellent laws 
and regulations for the government of the land.” 
(Thor Heyerdahl, op. cit.) 
 
Cieza de Leon collected Peruvian traditions. He recorded in his Journa1 
in 155l - l560 that “Before the rule of the Incas in these realms, and even 
before they were known the Indians tell that from the south there came 
and stayed a white man of tall stature, who, in his appearance and person 
shoved great authority and veneration, and that as they saw he had great 
power, turning hills into plains and plains into hills, making fountains in 
solid rocks, they recognized such power in him that they called him 
Creator of all made. He is said to have given men and animals their 
existence, end finally that wonderful benefit came from his hands. 
(Thor Heyrdahl, op. cit.) 
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Lucas Fernandez Piedrahita wrote a History of Conquest of Nuevo 
Revno de Granada 1688. He wrote about a white God’s visit in northern 
Andes to the Indian tribes of the Chibchas. He wrote: “North of Peru, the 
Muysea Indians of plains of Cumdinamarca in Columbia had a legend of 
one called Rachica, a white man with a beard who appeared suddenly 
amongst them. He came from the east. His hair was abundant. His beard 
fell to his waist and he dressed in a long and flowing robe. He went 
among the nations of 29lateau addressing each in his own dialect. He 
taught them to observe just laws and then he departed going back to the 
east whence he came, and said some authorities that he rose up to 
heaven. Before he left he appointed a successor and recommended him 
to pursue paths of justice.” 
(Thor Heyrdahl, op. cit.) 
 
Rivero, in his history of Peru, finds that “baptism was general among all 
of the Peruvian nations west of the Andes.”  
(Peruvian Antiquities, p 180) 
 
In regard to the manner of baptism and the age of those baptized. 
Brinton tells us; “In Peru the child was immersed in the fluid.” 
(Myths of the New World, p 128) 
 
 
Writing and Language 
 
For generations all the scholars specializing in this field have claimed 
that neither the pre-Inca peoples nor the Incas themselves had an 
alphabetical script. They marveled at the Indians’ Civilized 
achievements, their road-building and water-supply systems, the 
accurate calendar, the Nazca culture, the buildings at Cuzco, their highly 
developed agriculture, an (oral) postal service that worked and many 
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other things. The one thing they would not credit them with was writing 
or an alphabet. 
 
Professor Thomas Barthel, Director of the Folklore Institute of Tubingen 
University, told the 39th International Congress of American Studies at 
Lima that he had succeeded in establishing 400 signs of an Inca writing. 
He could interpret the meaning of 50 of them and read 24. It was not an 
alphabetical script. Peruvian and German scholars spoke of “attractive 
patterns and ornaments,” which they thought were akin to writing. 
 
In January, 1972 a veritable bomb exploded on the Congress for Andean 
Archaeology at Lima. The Peruvian ethnologist Dr. Victoria de la Jara 
backed up ten years of research work with proof that the Incas really did 
have a script. She said that the geometrical patterns (squares, right- 
angles, lozenges, dots, dashes, etc.) on Inca pottery and urns were in fact 
characters with a content ranging from the simple to the highly 
complicated. They related factual historical events, they recounted 
myths and proved that even then some of the Incas practiced the noble 
but ill-paid art of poetry. Groups of elements formed a grammar based 
on complementary colors. When Dr. de la Jara finished her lecture, there 
was thunderous applause from her fellow scholars. What will the 
ethnologists say when they begin to rack their brains over the writing on 
the plaques at Cuenca?  
(Eric Von Daniken, Gold of the Gods) 
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Plate in Crespi Collection Showing an Ancient Indian Writing with a Pen 
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Pre-Inca Priest with writing on apron and on floor 
(from the Crespi Collection from Gold of the Gods) 
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Symbols Carved on Stone Tablet Crespi Collection Ecuador 
 
 

 
Metal Plate with Symbols Crespi Collection Ecuador 
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“The  ancient  Peruvians had  two  kinds  of  writing,  one,  and  
certainly  the  most  ancient, consisted in a species of hieroglyphic 
characters; the other, in knots made on threads of divers colors,  The  
hieroglyphics  of  the  Mexicans  were  distinct,  and  graved  on  stone  
or  metal.”  
(Peruvian Antiquities, Rivero, p 105) 
 
 
Montesinos, again, says that under the older empire writing was 
practiced on stones and banana leaves.  
(South American Archaeology, Joyce, p 102) 
 
“Ameghino considers these inscriptions to indicate a complete system of 
writing, made up partly of figures and symbolical characters, partly of 
purely phonetic characters; and he is even disposed to admit that these 
are the remains of ancient Peruvian writing which has been perpetuated 
far from the district where it first came into existence. According to 
Montesinos this writing was prescribed by Pachacuti Ill; one of the 
fabulous predecessors of the historic Incas.”  
(Historic America, Nadaillac, p 456) 
 
In South America there exist written inscriptions, located in various 
places of the Andean Plateau and the Amazon River system, often 
untranslatable and unidentifiable, as well as an odd legend from Inca 
times telling that writing was once known in Peru and adjoining lands, 
but was abolished under pain of death by an ancient ruler who had been 
advised by the priests that it was the cause of a plague then besetting his 
empire (one might almost presume an allegorical allusion to the power 
of the written Word). Except for these vague and unproved indications, 
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however, no datable written or carved inscriptions have been found from 
the prehistoric empires of South America. 
 
 
Mysteries from Forgotten Worlds 
 
A strange element in Peruvian historical tradition is reported by 
Fernando de Montesinos, a Spanish recorder of Inca history. According 
to “spoken” history, the Inca Huanacauri (of an earlier dynasty than the 
one ended by the conquistadores) was advised by priests of the sun that, 
if he wished to get rid of the plague that was devastating his empire, he 
should abolish writing and the plague would subsequently abate. He 
thereupon imposed the death penalty on writing, killed some disobedient 
writers, and writing as well as the plague, one presumes, vanished from 
his empire. How was all this remembered without written records? 
There is a tradition that the ancient Peruvians had developed a system of 
hieroglyphic writing, along the lines of that developed by the Central 
American civilizations, but that the Incas prohibited it. 
 
 
Dress and Fabrics 
 
“The remains from graves show that the Diaguite were expert weavers, 
manufacturing tunics of llama wool, which were often ornamented with 
stripes. These tunics were rather longer than those of Peru, and the 
sleeves, when present, were very short; many spindle-whorls of 
engraved stone have been found, hut no loom has at present come to 
light. From the pottery figurines and the pictographs, it may be gathered 
that head-dresses were common, consisting of a woolen hand fringed 
with feathers arranged regularly or in groups. Cylindrical heads of 
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turquoise and other blue minerals were worn as ornaments, as well as 
embossed copper breast-plates and diadems of gold and copper. Hide 
sandals were in general use.”  
(South American Archaeology, Joyce, p 225) 
 
“It is probable that the finest textiles produced by the looms of ancient 
America are the spectacular fabrics of the Nasca culture of Peru. These 
were woven from the silk-like wool of the vicuna and are remarkable for 
texture, weave, color, and design.” 
(The Ancient Maya, Morley, p 451) 
 
“The Peruvians also had wool, from the Llama, the alpaca, the vicuna - 
all three members of the camel family. But above all they wove in 
cotton, of which they had two kinds, a pure white and a golden brown. 
You would be surprised to realize how much we imitate the designs of 
the Peruvian weavers in our carpets, pillow-covers, book-covers, 
wallpapers, and clothing. Here is just another instance of modern 
America stealing from ancient America without giving credit where 
credit is due.”  
(Columbus Camc Latc, Mason, p 262) 
 
Strictly speaking, the mummies are not mummies. That is, aside from 
those in one or two districts, the bodies were not embalmed nor 
purposely preserved. They merely were buried in the dry desert sand, in 
adobe brick tombs, or in cylindrical rock-lined graves where, owing to 
the dry climate and a certain amount of nitrates in the earth, they become 
desiccated and are indefinitely preserved. And the same conditions also 
preserve the innumerable articles interred with the bodies. The finest 
textiles, the most delicate laces, the most gorgeous of feather robes and 
headdresses are as fresh, as bright and as perfect as on the day they were 
made, and from these various objects it is possible to reconstruct and 
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visualize much of the life, the customs and the habits of these Peruvians 
who lived from one to perhaps five thousand years ago. 
 
In another grave I found the mummy of a woman who judging from her 
garments, must have been high in the social whirl of her day; a woman 
of wealth and station and a leader of fashion. No doubt when she walked 
Peruvian soil and queened it over her less fortunate sisters, she was 
regarded as the best dressed woman of Peru, as she deserved to be. Her 
gown, which might well have been the model from which present day 
evening gowns are copied, was of the finest lace, the upper portion of 
rich brown, the lower portion of old ivory, while over this was a drapery 
of pale gray-blue lace, the whole so perfectly preserved that it might be 
worn by any woman today. 
 
About her head was a fillet of chased silver; she wore a necklace of 
polished carnelian and turquoise beads as large as pigeons’ eggs; about 
her wrists were bracelets of silver, pearl shell, and semi-precious stones, 
and her long hair was confined in a net of loosely woven human hair and 
was fastened at the back by means of a fiber band decorated with 
delightfully carved figures cut from mother-of-pearl. 
 
And instead of being wrapped in coarse textiles, this Peruvian lady of 
over two thousand years ago was wrapped in a shroud of thirty-five 
yards of the most beautiful white lace! Talk about old lace! Here was 
really old lace, moreover, lace made of wool as well as cotton, and as 
perfect as on that far distant day when sorrowing friends and bereaved 
relatives wrapped the dead woman’s body in the filmy material she 
loved so well in life. 
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But, even more interesting were the other objects buried with this 
Moujik woman. There was a hand loom with a strip of cloth half 
finished upon it, and there was a work basket filled with needles, woolen 
and cotton thread, yarn and a leather thimble, showing quite clearly that 
even if she were a leader of fashion she was no drone, no idle rich, but 
an industrious young lady.  
 
Still she must have been as vain as any woman of today and as careful of 
her personal appearance, for two beautifully woven and decorated 
pouches or “vanity bags” contained her toilet accessories and her 
cosmetics - practically exact counterparts of those carried by every girl 
and woman today. There was a mirror of polished marc site set in a 
carved and painted wooden frame, a comb made from palm wood, a 
powder box formed from a gourd and a powder puff of soft feathers; 
there were bronze pincers for removing superfluous hair, a bronze knife 
for paring her finger nails, a little gourd phial containing cinnabar paste 
with a silver spatula for applying it to the lips, several pins, a cuticle 
stick much like the modern ones of orange wood; a dainty spoon - 
perhaps the owner was squeamish and preferred an individual spoon 
when taking her maté tea. There were also various other articles that 
may be found in almost any woman’s purse, ancient or modem. 
(America’s Ancient Civilizations - by A. Hyatt Verrill) 
 
 
Social Customs 
 
As agriculturists the Incan people have never been equaled. They were 
veritable agricultural wizards and had developed agriculture into a fine 
art. By means of vast irrigation systems, in a land that mainly is arid and 
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dry, they cultivated over eighty per cent of the vegetables and fruits we 
know today. 
 
From native but undetermined wild plants they had developed and 
hybridized maize, potatoes, sweet potatoes, peppers, tomatoes, 
pumpkins, melons, squashes, beans, lima beans, peanuts, cotton, 
avocados, cherimoyas, a peach-like fruit, the duranzo, and many other 
food plants rarely seen in our markets. Maize, potatoes, and peanuts 
were their principal and most important food crops and ears of maize, 
shriveled potatoes, and peanuts are found in the most ancient pre-Incan 
graves.  
 
Moreover, even centuries before the arrival of the Spaniards, they 
possessed every variety of corn and potato we know today and many 
that we do not have. Popping corn, sweet corn, black corn, and field corn 
of many varieties were cultivated and in addition they had a dwarf 
variety with a small ear that withstood frosts and at the other extreme a 
gigantic variety known as moti with kernels an inch in diameter that are 
parched and eaten like chestnuts. In addition to maize they had another 
cereal known as quinoa which yielded a fine, nutritious flour. Besides 
our many varieties of potatoes they cultivated an insect-resisting, purple-
flowered potato with tubers having a purplish skin and another variety 
with mealy yellow flesh, as well as a small potato that is frost- resistant 
and must be frozen to render it edible.  
 
Numerous varieties of sweet potato were raised and in addition to the 
ordinary tomatoes they had frost-proof varieties, tree tomatoes of half a 
dozen different kinds, and tomatoes that grow in bunches like currants. 
They cultivated over a dozen different varieties of sweet peppers or chire 
as well as various forms of the hot pepper or ajie. Their varieties of 
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string and shell beans were almost endless as were innumerable kinds of 
lima beans, and they had produced several distinct varieties of peanuts 
or mani.  
 
Pottery replicas of vegetables prove that they raised a number of kinds 
of squashes and pumpkins and pottery molds of a netted-rind cantaloupe 
are evidence that they knew and raised these melons. In addition to the 
cherimoya and duranzo they cultivated many other fruits and their 
avocados or paltas were as fine and even larger than any we raise today. 
Cotton of course was a highly important crop and the native Peruvian 
tree cotton is one of the most highly prized varieties at the present time 
and when crossed with sea-island cotton yields the finest of all known 
long staple cottons. 
 
Although the greater portion of their crops were cultivated on the 
irrigated plains and valleys between the western slopes of the Andes and 
the ocean, vast quantities of produce were raised on the terraced gardens 
of the mountains. In many places entire mountain sides are completely 
covered from base to summit with tier after tier of the ancient stone 
retaining walls of these gardens now abandoned and forgotten. 
For tilling the soil and cultivating their crops, the Incans used bronze 
hoes, planting sticks, narrow-bladed bronze spades and a true plow. 
Among all American pre-Columbian races the Peruvians were the only 
people who knew and used the plow. 
 
In a letter to me, Dr. George Carter of the Isiah Bowman School of 
Geography at Johns Hopkins University, wrote as follows: “I am 
inclined to think - just as a free hand guess - that corn was introduced to 
America, probably from southeastern Asia across the Pacific about 2,000 
B.C. and that this corn was somewhat like the earliest corn in Peruvian 
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graves.” In another letter he stated: “I think that maize is as likely to be 
of Asiatic or African origin as of American origin.” 
 
Farmers as a rule breed and raise livestock as well as vegetables and the 
Incan husbandmen were no exception. They had domesticated an 
unidentified member of the camel family and by selective breeding had 
developed the llama as a burden bearer and the alpaca for its long, silky, 
highly prized fleece. Also, from some long-lost wild ancestor they had 
developed the cavy or Guinea pig whose flesh was and still is highly 
prized and forms an important part of the Peruvian’s diet. And from 
some fox-like creature they had produced a delightful, attractive breed of 
dog unlike any other anywhere. Although they did not possess our types 
of poultry they had domesticated the Muscovy and tree ducks, and the 
curassow, several species of pigeons, and doves, and a partridge or quail 
In addition to the innumerable food plants, fruits, nuts, and other 
vegetable products given to us by the ancient Americans, we must not 
forget the turkey and the Muscovy ducks, both of which had been 
domesticated and bred to an infinite number of varieties ages before the 
time of Columbus. 
(America’s Ancient Civilizations - by A. Hyatt Verrill) 
 
“They had a remarkable system of irrigation which brought into 
existence fertile fields in the desert coast region where otherwise no 
vegetation could exist. Water from mountain streams and lakes was 
brought by canals from a great distance and carried down into the 
lowlands where it was distributed in all required directions in small 
streams. The ruins of these irrigation works still exist. A reservoir in the 
Valley of Nepena is three-fourths of a mile long by more than a half a 
mile broad and has a massive stone dam eighty feet thick. At Chimbote, 
a short distance inland from the Bay of Ferrol, was an aqueduct from the 
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Santa River, sixteen miles distant. The greater part of this fine work still 
exists, and is computed to have a capacity of sixty million cubic feet of 
water daily.”  
(Old Civilizations of Inca Land, Mead. p 28) 
 
“In Peru they tamed the wild dog and guanaco and bred the llama and 
alpaca. Like the pioneer of our own branch of the same Aryan race who 
settled the West, they were enterprising traders and explorers. They 
explored far to the north and south and worked the copper mines of 
Michigan and washed placer gold from the headwaters of the Amazon. 
They established their capitals on the salubrious plateaus of the 
cordilleras, as their ancestors had done in Asia. In the exquisite valleys 
of the Andes, amid the delights of an almost perpetual spring, they built 
their marvelous terraces and carried irrigation and agriculture to a higher 
state of refinement than it ever attained elsewhere either before or since. 
(The Ayar-Incas, p 232) 
 
 
Medicine 
 
“In addition to these portrait and imitative natural forms, there are many 
vessels representing, in quite gruesome details,  cadavers, skeleton death  
heads,  amputated limbs,  malformations, wounds, tortures, sacrifices 
and death throes. Others show surgeons performing both minor and 
major operations, for despite the crude instruments available and the 
probable lack of all anesthetics and antiseptics, these prehistoric races 
performed many operations which would be a credit to the medical 
profession of today. Not only the Chimus, but many other prehistoric 
races amputated limbs, trepanned skulls, removed eyes, performed 
abdominal operations, removed organs and filled, crowned and bridged 
teeth.  
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Moreover, although there are no records to tell us what percentage of the 
patients died, yet we know from skeletons and skulls that many of the 
most serious operations were entirely successful. Large numbers of 
skulls have been found which have been trepanned, the area of bone 
removed varying from a very small amount less than a half-inch in 
diameter to huge pieces several inches square.  
 
Apparently, the prehistoric surgeon considered trepanning a sort of 
universal cure-all, if we are to judge from the number of such skulls 
known. But it must be remembered that head wounds were, no doubt, 
the commonest type of injuries received by races whose weapons were 
largely axes, maces and. slings. At any rate, despite the crude 
instruments used and the fact that in many cases the section of skull was 
removed by hacking, chipping or sawing the bone with sharp stones, the 
patients often survived.  
 
Many of the skulls show the bone healed about the edges of the 
incisions. It is difficult to say whether we should be more astonished at 
the skill or rather temerity of these prehistoric surgeons or at the 
fortitude of their patients who underwent the unspeakable agonies and 
tortures of such surgery and still survived.”  
(Old Civilizations of the New World, A. Hyatt Verrill, p 228-229) 
 
“But the most spectacular accomplishment of the Peruvian surgeon of 
which we have any evidence was his skill in trepanning, or cutting out a 
piece of the skull. Copper-headed clubs and slings for throwing stones 
were used so much in battle that fractures of the skull were frequent. 
Even so, it is difficult to account for the fact that of two hundred and 
seventy-three of the skulls examined by Dr. MacCurdy of Yale, 
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seventeen percent had been trepanned, and one had been cut open five 
times!”  
(Columbus Came Late, Mason p. 276) 
 
“Amputation of the foot seems to have been a common surgical 
operation in the coast region, as a number of pottery human figures in 
the Museum’s collection represent men who have lost one or both feet.” 
(Old Civilizations of Inca-Land, Charles W. Meade, p 109 - 110) 
 
 
 
Metal Work and Tools 
 
“But it was in metal work that they had attained the highest and most 
remarkable skill. Not only did they smelt copper, gold, silver and even 
platinum, and form the metals into innumerable utensils, ornaments, 
weapons, musical instruments and decorations, but they discovered the 
art of metal-plating. From the tombs and graves at Chan-Chan, and 
elsewhere within the Chimu district, have come many articles of metal 
which are actually astounding. Among these are masks, beads, 
ornaments and utensils of copper plated with gold; similar objects plated 
with silver, and silver objects gold plated, So perfectly and evenly is the 
plating done that any one examining them would declare that they were 
electroplated if their origin were not known.”  
(Old Civilizations of the New World, A. H. Verrill, p 223) 
 
“Their accumulations of the precious metals exceeded anything 
previously known in the history of the world; In the course of twenty-
five years after the Conquest the Spaniards sent from Peru to Spain more 
than eight hundred millions of dollars of gold, nearly all of it taken from 
the Peruvians as “booty” In one of their palaces “they had an artificial 
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garden, the soil of which was made of small pieces of fine gold, and this 
was artificially planted with different kinds of maize, which were of 
gold, their stems, leaves, and ears. Besides this, they had more than 
twenty sheep (llamas) with their lambs, attended by shepherds, all made 
of gold.” In a description of one lot of golden articles, sent to Spain in 
1534 by Pizarro, there is mention of “four llamas, ten statues of women 
of full size, and a cistern of gold, so curious that it excited the wonder of 
all.” 
(Donnelly, Atlantis: The Antediluvian World) 
  
“In those mounds were sometimes hidden the treasures of kings and 
chiefs, placed there in times of war1 and danger. Such was found to be 
the fact, on opening the tomb of a Peruvian prince, there was discovered 
a mass of pure gold, amounting to $4,687,500 dollars.”  
(Humboldt’s Researches, Vol. 1, p 92) 
 
“From one grave I obtained a magnificent bronze battle axe with handle 
complete, a most beautiful and effective weapon still capable of slicing a 
man’s head from his shoulders or cleaving his skull.” 
(America’s Ancient Civilization - By A. Hyatt Verrill) 
 
“Perhaps this hypothesis is better supported than that of Colonel La 
Rosa, from the discovery by himself of a chamber or wall-up closet, 
filled with vessels and utensils of gold and silver, principally of the 
latter, close to the supposed furnace on the left, and indicated by the 
letter N. This closet, or rather well, which, according to the colonel’s 
statement, had no entrance, except perhaps from above, was about 
twenty inches square, and as many feet deep, and was formed by leaving 
this space in a second wall several feet thick, which had been built up 
against the original outer wall of the chambers or area.  
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The vessels were piled regularly, one layer above another, and, 
according to the colonel’s notion, had been hidden away here at the time 
of the struggle between the Chimus and the Incas, to preserve them from 
the clutches of the latter. The vessels were mostly in the form of 
drinking cups or vases, some plain, and others ornamented, of very thin 
silver, considerably alloyed with copper, and oxidized to the extent of 
making some of them so brittle as hardly to bear handling, He had 
melted them down, except a few, with very poor return in amount of 
exportable silver,”  
(Peru by Squire, p 141 ) 
 
“In addition to gold and silver, the Incans used copper, or a natural 
bronze alloy, extensively. Many of their tools and weapons, as well as 
ornaments and images, were of these metals, and various methods were 
employed in forming them. Many were cast, others were forged or 
hammered into shape and occasionally welding or soldering was 
employed. Most of the really fine metal work ordinarily attributed to the 
Incans is in reality of pre-Incan origin” 
(Old Civilizations of the New World by A. Hyatt Verrill) 
 
“Iron was unknown to them in the time of the Incas, although some 
maintain that they had it in the previous ages, to which belong the ruins 
of Lake Titicaca. Iron ore was and still is very abundant in Peru. It is 
impossible to conceive how the Peruvians were able to cut and work 
stone in such a masterly way or to construct their great roads and 
aqueducts without the use of iron tools. Some of the languages of the 
country and perhaps all, had names for iron. “It is remarkable”, observes 
Molina, “that iron, which has been thought unknown to the ancient 
Americans, has particular names in some of their tongues.”  
(Baldwin, p 248) 
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“A. H. Verrill, in excavations at Cocle, Panama - in deposits he 
estimates as thousands of years older than the Christian era - found at a 
depth of five and one-half feet below the surface, at the temple site, 
among broken pottery and imbedded in charcoal, a steel or hardened 
iron implement. The greater portion is almost completely destroyed by 
corrosion but the chisel-shaped end is in good condition. It is so hard 
that it is scarcely touched by a file and will scratch glass.’ With such a 
tool in the hands of the great Quiche or Quichua masons, the carving of 
the stone columns and idols which lay about Its burial place at Cocle, or 
even the perfectly fitted masonry blocks In the smooth walls of Cuzco, 
would be explained.” 
(The Ayar-Incas, p 238) 
 
 “Their weapons were of a very superior type and was fully equal so 
those of Europeans before the use of fire arms. They used powerful 
bows and feathered bronze-headed arrows, bronze-bladed throwing-
spears hurled by the atlatl or throwing stick. Their long-handled, broad-
bladed, single or double headed battle axes were terrible weapons and 
they had heavy sword-like clubs of exceedingly hard wood as well as 
heavy hard wood clubs studded with bronze or stone points. They also 
used stone and bronze maces, either with conical or star-shaped heads, 
as well as maces with free-swinging heads attached to the hafts by 
chains or thongs. But their favorite and most deadly weapon was the 
sling. These were identical in form with the Biblical sling and were 
made of braided and woven llama wool cords. Some were of immense 
size and capable of hurling a projectile weighing several pounds for a 
long distance, but the majority were designed to use stones or copper or 
lead balls about an inch in diameter.” 
(America’s Ancient Civilizations by A. Hyatt Verrill) 
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Inca Warrior with Armor 
(The Lost Tomb of Viracocha 

By Maurice Cottrell, 2003) 
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Masonry, Engineering & Technology 
 
The most striking and remarkable features of Cuzco and other ancient 
Peruvian Andean cities are the stupendous, amazing walls constructed of 
most perfectly cut stones put together without mortar or cement, yet so 
accurately fitted that even today a thin one hundredth of an inch blade 
cannot be inserted between them. 
 
No two blocks of stone are alike, either in shape or size. Some weigh 
only a few pounds while others weigh more than twenty tons. Some are 
rectangular, others hexagonal, and some have as many as twenty-four or 
even thirty-two angles, and the edges of every stone are smoothly, 
evenly, sharply beveled or chamfered. No expert modern stone mason 
working with the best steel tools and the most highly perfected stone-
cutting machines could produce anything more accurate. Anyone at all 
familiar with stone working can see that each and every block must have 
been mathematically planned and laid out beforehand, for it manifestly 
would have been impossible to lift the immense blocks in and out and 
gradually trim them to a fit. 
 
Moreover, in many cases the stones are cut in such shapes that they 
could not have been laid in position but must have been pushed into 
place between the adjoining stones. The only way in which stones could 
have been fitted with such incredible accuracy was by cutting each block 
to extremely fine measurements or by using a template, a process that 
would indicate that the people who built the walls had a thorough and 
most advanced knowledge of engineering and the higher mathematics. 
 
Marvelous as are these structures in and about Cuzco, they pale into 
significance beside the Fortress of Sacsayhuaman. Upon a mountain top 



The Unknown History of Ancient Andean Gold 
 

Copyright 2010 AdventureTraders.com Page 51 
 

artificially leveled and terraced is the mighty fortification covering 
several hundred acres. It is built in a series of zigzag walls with passages 
between, with salients at the angles and a large circular inner structure, 
and is as well designed and laid out as any fortress built by our modern 
army engineers. But to see it one would feel that it must have been made 
by giants. Everywhere are enormous blocks of stone weighing fifty, one 
hundred or even two hundred tons with many that weigh more than three 
hundred tons, each and every one as accurately and smoothly cut and 
surfaced and as perfectly fitted as are the smaller blocks forming the 
walls and buildings in Cuzco. 
 
How were such titanic blocks of stone brought to the top of the mountain 
from the quarries many miles away? How were they cut and fitted? How 
were they raised and put in place? No one knows, no one can even 
guess. There are archaeologists, scientists, who would have us believe 
that the dense, hard andesite rock was cut, surfaced and faced by means 
of stone or bronze tools. Such an explanation is so utterly preposterous 
that it is not even worthy of serious consideration. No one ever has 
found anywhere any stone tool or implement that would cut or chip the 
andesite, and no bronze ever made will make any impression upon it.  
 
Moreover, even were there stone hammers and picks capable of cutting 
the rock it would have required lifetimes, centuries, to have hewn a three 
hundred ton or even a fifty ton block of the stone into anything even 
approaching the monoliths that are there by thousands. In many ways 
fully as remarkable or for that matter even more remarkable as 
engineering feats, were the walls and buildings constructed of the 
amazing polygonal or Cyclopean type of stonework which I have 
already described. To quarry and cut a block of stone weighing several 
hundred tons and transport it across many miles of rough country, ferry 
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it over wide rivers, and lift it to a mountain top would be a titanic 
undertaking even today.  
 
Railways would have to be built, immense steam cranes used and steel 
cables and pulleys employed. To be sure, it is no great feat for a modern 
steamship to lift a hundred ton locomotive and swing it aboard ship, but 
that is simply a lifting job and adequate power and derrick booms are all 
that are needed. But it is quite another job to carry such a weight 
overland and across rivers and to the summit of a thousand foot 
mountain. How such feats were accomplished by the ancient Peruvian 
engineers no one can satisfactorily explain. 
 
But none so far discovered can compare with Ollantay as far as 
remarkable monolithic stone work and architectural beauty and 
engineering feats are concerned. As I already have mentioned, the 
gigantic stones of which much of the fortress is composed were 
transported for many miles across country and over two large rivers. 
Even with an army of ant-like men hauling and straining, with huge 
rollers beneath the stones, it would have required a very long time and 
an amazing knowledge of engineering to have brought even one of the 
immense blocks of granite to the fortress city, and there are hundreds of 
them. Also it must have been a herculean undertaking to have lifted the 
monoliths to the summit of the terraced hill and to the tops of the high 
walls. Many years, many lifetimes, even centuries must have been 
devoted to building the city which, like Macchu Pichu and other great 
Andean cities, was abandoned centuries before the coming of Manko-
Kapak the first Inca. 
(America’s Ancient Civilizations by A Hyatt Verrill) 
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Typical Inca Wall Construction 
 
 
“In some ways the greatest engineering feat of these people was the so-
called Incan road. Over four thousand miles in length, it stretched from 
Quito in Ecuador to Tucuman in Central Chile and traversed some of the 
roughest, most mountainous country in the world. There were ranges 
fourteen to fifteen thousand feet in height to be scaled, vast canyons 
thousands of feet in depth to be crossed, roaring torrents to be bridged 
deserts to be traversed and morasses and swamps to be passed. But the 
pre-Incan engineers who constructed the road treated such matters as 
though they were nonexistent. The highway, twenty-five feet in width, 
was carried up the loftiest ranges by easy gradients and zig-zags; where 
precipices barred the way the living rock was hewn away or retaining 
walls were built up for hundreds of feet to support the roadway. 
 
“At Vira Kocha also, there are remarkable ruins prominent among them 
the great stone viaduct that carried water from the mountain reservoirs to 
Cuzco and to other towns. More remarkable yet and one of the unsolved 
mysteries of ancient Peru are the great sunken, circular auditoria or 
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stadia not far from Cuzco. Here in the valley, are several enormous 
circular arenas strikingly like one of our modern football and baseball 
stadia. They are paved with stone and provided with tiers of stone 
benches capable of seating several thousand people. 
 
At Chan Chan, Peru among the ruins, the foundations of two very large 
walled-in palaces were discovered. The so-called ‘big palace’, a colossal 
building with sides 1,300 by 1,650 feet, contained a large water 
reservoir. In front of the palace was a building which was at first called 
“the prison”, because it had many small rooms which were taken to be 
cells. The second, smaller, palace, its site nearer the sea, was surrounded 
by a double wall with a parapet, and here too the remains were found of 
a building with many small passages and ‘cells’. Both palaces had court 
halls, dwellings, and planned gardens. The “hall of the arabesques” in 
the bigger palace has become famous for its relief patterns with rhombic 
decorations in strict hieratic order, reminiscent of chess-boards. 
 
The ‘prison’ buildings were divided into rooms by huge stones, and the 
rooms contained dress materials, mummies, human and animal figures, 
fragments of wooden idols, and mother-of- pearl shells. So these 
buildings could not have been prisons; they must have served ritual 
purposes. 
(America’s Ancient Civilizations by A. Hyatt Verrill) 
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Reconstruction Drawing of Inca Pyramid Temple of the Moon 
 at Puma Puncu (Peru) 
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Gold Inca Artifacts 
  
  
 
 

 
 

Some Inca Weapons 
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Inca Figurine of a Man 
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Strange Inca Figurine 
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Map of the Andean Highways 


